clalms that his mother was frightened by crocodiles in tndia when she was pregnant.
The "Bear Lady" and the "Leopard Woman" give similar histories. The theory that the feetus can be influenced by the mind of the mother is a very old one, and held almost universal belief as late as the eighteenth century, if we can believe the statements given in a book "De Morbis Cutaneis," written by Dr. Daniel Turner, and published at the time. Dr. James Augustus Blundel, in another book, criticises Turner's views and casts grave doubts on their truthfulness. He does, however, acknowledge that "the child may receive some hurt by means of the mother . . and that whatever is detrimental to her is directly or indirectly prejudicial to the other." The following are brief extract's from Dr. Blundel's book:
" It is interesting to read these old discussions, but have the laity progressed much farther in their outlook on the effects of material impressions on the fcetus? Medical men see the absurdity of the whole matter, yet in spite of the so-called "better education" of the masses, such discussions persist even to this day.
R. H. H.
BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING IN BELFAST, 1937
THE acceptance by the Central Council of the British Medical Association to hold the 105th annual meeting of the Association in Belfast in 1937, is a matter of great satisfaction to the medical profession of Northern Ireland; but it is also a matter which entails great responsibilities to each individual member, for the coming to Belfast of the great body of members of the British Medical Association-general practitioners, consultants, surgeons, and leaders of medico-political matters, involves a vast amount of preparation to make the meeting a success. Arrangements must be made for an assembly of about two thousand delegates to discuss the most recent methods of diagnosis and treatment, to consider the work of the previous year and all matters of interest to the welfare of the profession as a whole. There must also be made arrangements for the delegates, with their wives and families, to see something of the natural beauty of our Ulster scenery; to see the antiquities of our country; to learn of our history, and of the great industries which have placed Northern Ireland in the proud position which she occupies to-day. All these matters require most careful thought, and the responsibility of carrying them out rests not only on the heads of the various scientific sections which will be formed, but on the assistance of each individual medical man in Ulster to help with the social side of the meeting.
The preliminary stages in these preparations have been made. A public meeting of medical men and of representatives of important public bodies has been held under the chairmanship of the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor of Belfast, Sir Crawford McCullagh. A General Committee has been formed, and Executive Committees will be elected to work out the necessary details. At this preliminary meeting Professor P. T. Crymble proposed that Professor R. J. Johnstone be nominated President-181
